
Myth-Busting the National Register 
of Historic Places 

 
What it is and what it is not 

 



What is the National 
Register of Historic 

Places? 
 
 



National Register of Historic Places 

• Official list of properties recognized 
as worthy of preservation 
 
 

• Local, State, or National 
significance  
 
 

• American history, Architecture, 
Archaeology, Engineering, or 
Culture 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
National Register of Historic Places -- created as part of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966. At the time several major federal initiatives -- the interstate highway system, urban renewal were impacting historic resources. National Register administered at state level by OHPO, federal level by the National Park Service.




National Register of Historic Places 

• Program of the National Park Service, in Ohio 
administered by State Historic Preservation Office, 
Ohio History Connection 
 
 

• Close to 4000 listings, with more than 40,000 historic 
properties 
 
 

• 529 listings for historic districts, including 
commercial, residential, large farms or estates, and 
campuses  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
National Register created by the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended.  Set up the register and created a federal-state system to administer the program.

Ohio ranks 3rd in Nation with number of NR listings (New York and Massachusetts)

The State Historic Preservation Office is Ohio’s official historic preservation agency. A part of the Ohio History Connection, it identifies historic places in Ohio, nominates properties to the National Register of Historic Places, reviews federally-assisted projects for effects on historic, architectural and archaeological resources in Ohio, consults on the conservation of older buildings and sites and offers educational programs and publications.





National Register Nomination Process 

• Anyone can nominate a property 
• Notification of owner prior to listing 
• State Historic Preservation Office – staff review 
• Ohio Historic Site Preservation Advisory Board – 

state level review 
• National Park Service – final listing 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Nominations are made through the State Historic Preservation Office of the Ohio History Connection. Proposed nominations are reviewed by the state review board – they make a recommendation to the SHPO. Final decision (listing) is made at the federal level by NPS.



BUILDING – Pinecroft, Powel Crosley, Jr. Home, Hamilton County 

STRUCTURE – Columbus Grove Swimming Pool, Putnam County 

SITE – Mill Creek Park, 
Mahoning County 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Powel Crosley, Jr. – Cincinnati entrepreneur (automobiles, radios, refrigerators, WLW radio station– most powerful station in the nation.
Mill Creek Park -- early 20th c. designed landscape and community park
Columbus Grove Pool -- WPA (Works Progress Administration), 1935-47



OBJECT – Toronto World War I 
Monument, Jefferson County 

DISTRICT – Orrville Downtown Historic District, Wayne County 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
WWI Monument, November 11, 1919, Giuseppi Moretti, Pittsburgh, sculptor
Orrville Historic District -- 19th century commercial district 



What Makes a Property Eligible for the 
National Register? 

 
• AGE  (typically 50 years or older) 

 
• SIGNIFICANCE  (local, state, national levels) 

 
• INTEGRITY  (retains historic characteristics to convey significance) 

                                                             

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Age -- at least 50 years or older (will discuss exceptions to this a little later in presentation.

Significance -- why is the property important in history, architectural, culture?
National Register Criteria for Evaluation -- addresses a property’s significance in history, association with important people, architectural design or stylistic significance, information potential.
National, State, Local levels of significance. Majority of Ohio NR nominations are recognized for local level of significance.
NR nominations can recognize National, State, Local levels of significance -- most are for local significance.

Integrity -- physical features of property that allows it to convey its significance.




National Register Criteria for Evaluation 

• A – Event or broad pattern of events 
 

• B – Persons important in our past 
 

• C – Architectural merit 
 

• D – Yield important information 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
NR Criteria -- standard used to evaluate the significance of a property.





Sparta Town Pump, Stark 
County 

Shelby Shoe Co., Lawrence 
County 

ASM Headquarters, Geauga County 

Brown-Gorman 
Farm, Hamilton 
County 

Muskingum River Navigation Historic 
District, Coshocton, Muskingum, Morgan, 
Washington counties 

Schine's Holland Theater, Logan County Betts-Longworth Historic District, 
Hamilton County 



Hanford Village George Washington Carver Addition 
Historic District, Franklin County 

Richman Brothers Company, Cuyahoga County 

Templin-Bradley Company, Cuyahoga 
County 

Shenandoah Crash Site, Noble County Mayfield Heights Historic 
District, Medina County 

Avon Isle, Lorain County     GAR Memorial Hall, Lawrence  
                                             County                            

Franklin Hotel, Portage County 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Shenadoah - 1st rigid airship built in US (1923) dirigible, crashed in 1925, thunderstorm during midwestern tour. Crash had significant impact on the later development of the Navy’s airship program and brought about technological changes in airship design. Most important event in Noble county -- still talked of.







“Properties listed in the National 
Register can never be demolished” 

TRUE? 
 

FALSE? 
 



“Properties listed in the National 
Register can never be demolished” 

TRUE? 
 

FALSE? 
 



“If my property is listed in the National 
Register I will have to restore it” 

TRUE? 
 

FALSE? 
 



“If my property is listed in the National 
Register I will have to restore it” 

TRUE? 
 

FALSE? 
 



“If my property is listed in 
the National Register I will 
never be able to make any 

changes to it” 

TRUE? 
 

FALSE? 



“If my property is listed in 
the National Register I will 
never be able to make any 

changes to it” 

TRUE? 
 

FALSE? 



What the National Register Does Not Do 

• Prevent owner from remodeling, repairing, 
altering, selling, or demolishing with other than 
federal funds 
 

• Obligate owner to make repairs or 
improvements to property 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
National Register listing does not affect property owners rights.

National Register listing should not be confused with a communities local ordinances that may set up design review. NR may be the impetus for initiating local guidelines, but not a direct result of NR listing.




What the National Register Does 

• Recognition of historic properties and their 
importance (planning/education tool) 

• Consideration in planning federal federally 
assisted projects 

• Eligibility for federal tax benefits               
(income-producing) 

• Qualifying historic preservation projects for 
federal grant assistance 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Important planning tool -- when properties within a community are recognized 
in the National Register -- property owners, local decision-makers know what properties are significant and can use that information to make informed decisions.

Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended.

20% rehabilitation tax credit  -- will discuss this next.

Certified Local Government Grants -- 10% of federal funds set aside for grants to CLG communities -- 40 in Ohio. Matching grants for rehab, development, survey, NR, educational projects.




“Listing a property in the 
National Register will 

trigger review of federally 
funded projects” 

TRUE? 
 

FALSE? 



“Listing a property in the 
National Register will 

trigger review of federally 
funded projects” 

TRUE? 
 

FALSE? 



National Historic Preservation Act – 
Section 106 

McPherson Town Historic District, Montgomery County 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Properties listed in National Register (as well as those considered eligible for listing) are taken into consideration in the planning of federally funded or licensed projects. Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act requires that all federally funded or licensed projects be reviewed before work commences to determine whether they will affect historic properties. The review does not guarantee that the property will not be affected or even demolished, but does ensure that there will be an opportunity to consider effects of the project before it occurs.

Rehabarama -- a community development project in Dayton. Used CDBG funds to produce a parade of homes highlighting inner-city living and the work of area contractors who specialize in renovation. 1st year showcased 7 formerly vacant and dilapidated houses in the McPherson Town HD. Highly successful project utilizing federal dollars to rehabilitate historic properties.




Presenter
Presentation Notes
With the threat of a highway crossing through the rich farming landscape of rural Elizabeth Twp. in Miami county, the local residents of the township decided to take steps to preserve the rural character of Elizabeth Twp. The group raised over $16,000 (all private $ from within twp.) to fund survey of the historic properties in Elizabeth Twp. -- a necessary first step in understanding what is significant and what the nature of the historic resources are. The survey documented 296 properties, many of them farmsteads with numerous outbuildings and 117 historic archaeological sites.
The committee for the Historic Preservation of Elizabeth Township proceeded with the next step -- nominating the township to the National Register of Historic Places. The nomination encompasses all of Elizabeth Township, as well as some properties in adjacent Bethel and Staunton townships. The area was listed on the National Register of Historic Places, making it the first large rural historic district in Ohio. 

The Elisabeth Township Rural Historic District is a model for the preservation of other rural communities in Ohio-- the National Register documentation provides valuable information for informed decision-making by local officials. The local residents and officials are now working to take steps to continue to recognize and preserve the distinct rural character of this portion of Miami County.
Signage for historic district



“Registration prevents revitalization, 
you will kill revitalization of the city 

when you register the buildings” 

TRUE? 
 

FALSE? 
 



“Registration prevents revitalization, 
you will kill revitalization of the city 

when you register the buildings” 

TRUE? 
 

FALSE? 
 



Historic Rehabilitation Tax Credits:  
20% Federal Historic Rehabilitation Investment Tax Credit 

• Federal Historic Rehabilitation Investment Tax 
Credit is available to owners who rehabilitate 
income-producing properties listed in the 
National Register 

• Federal credit is 20% of Qualified 
Rehabilitation Expenditures for projects 
qualifying as substantial rehabilitations. All 
work must meet the Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards for Rehabilitation 

• OHPO conducts an in-depth review of each 
project before sending the application to the 
National Park Service with our 
recommendations for review and approval    
 
 
 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Between July 2013 and June 2014 – a total of 56 projects received final approval  by the National Park Service (certification of completed work) for the 20%  historic rehabilitation investment tax credit. The total estimated costs to rehabilitate represented -- $203,122,509 investment.



Historic Rehabilitation Tax Credits: 
Ohio Historic Preservation Tax Credit 
• Ohio Historic Preservation Tax Credit program provides 

a state tax credit for rehabilitating designated historic 
properties in Ohio 

• Owners must be non-governmental entities, the tax 
credits must be a major factor in the rehabilitation 
financing and all rehabilitation work must meet the 
Standards for Rehabilitation 

• Tax credit is 25% of Qualified Rehabilitation 
Expenditures, currently set to a maximum of $5 million 
in credits per application  

• Program is administered by the Ohio Development 
Services Agency in partnership with SHPO and the Ohio 
Department of Taxation. 

• Two rounds annually, with $60 million program cap 
 
 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Ohio Historic Preservation Tax Credit Program provides a 25 percent tax credit for the rehabilitation expenses to owners and lessees of historically significant buildings. A building is eligible if it is individually listed on the National Register of Historic Places; contributes to a National Register Historic District, National Park Service Certified Historic District, or Certified Local Government historic district; or is listed as a local landmark by a Certified Local Government. The program is competitive and receives applications bi-annually in March and September.

Over the twelve completed funding rounds, tax credits have been approved for 217 projects to rehabilitate 293 historic buildings in 47 different communities. The program is projected to leverage more $2.8 billion in private redevelopment funding and federal tax credits directly through the rehabilitation projects.

Round 12 -- The Ohio Development Services Agency awarded $37.7 million in Ohio Historic Preservation Tax Credits to 29 applicants planning to rehabilitate historic buildings in 13 communities across the state. The awards are expected to leverage nearly $250 million in private investments.



Before 

American Can Company, Hamilton County 

Over-the-Rhine Historic District, Hamilton 



After 

American Can Company, Hamilton County 

Over-the-Rhine Historic District, Hamilton County 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
American Can Company – Spring Grove Avenue, Northside neighborhood
Both federal and state tax credits, conversion to residential
1921 – significant industrial architecture and local industry.
Original industrial steel sash – repaired with thermal panes.

O-T-R – many rehabilitation projects  -- combined the historic tax credits with affordable housing tax credits – to create good models for housing for all economic levels in this dense, urban neighborhood.




Pipeline Initiative 
http://development.ohio.gov/cs/cs_ohptc.htm 

Downtown Xenia Historic District, Greene County 

Kirby Road School, Hamilton County 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The primary goal of the Pipeline Initiative is to develop a pipeline of properties that are eligible for redevelopment assistance through the Ohio Historic Preservation Tax Credit program. The initiative provides funding and technical assistance to assist in nominating buildings, districts, and areas to the National Register of Historic Places. Funding will be prioritized for projects that create the greatest potential for commercial and multi-family housing redevelopment. Helps communities and property owners advance
redevelopment of underutilized historic buildings

Four project types, as defined in the application document, will be eligible for grant funding.
Ind. Properties ($4,000); HD ($12,000); Integrity investigation ($12,000);  MPD planning  ($8,000)

Applications are accepted on an open-cycle and funded on a first-come, first-served basis, based on funding availability. Requires completion of a National Register Questionnaire. 




“There are no funding sources 
available for properties listed in 

the National Register” 

TRUE? 
 

FALSE? 



“There are no funding sources 
available for properties listed in 

the National Register” 

TRUE? 
 

FALSE? 



 
 
 

Canal Winchester, Franklin County 

Portsmouth, Scioto County 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
10% of the HPF funding to OH SHPO is made available to certified local govts. – competitive matching grants -- $100,000

Survey, NR nominations, creation of local Design Review Guidelines, educational materials, “bricks-and-mortar” projects.



“Once a property is listed the 
information in the nomination is never 

used again” 

TRUE? 
 

FALSE? 
 



“Once a property is listed the 
information in the nomination is never 

used again” 

TRUE? 
 

FALSE? 
 





Teaching with Historic Places 

Teaching With Historic Places 
Lesson Plans for Ohio – 
 
• Dayton Aviation Heritage National Historical 

Park: Where the Wrights Brothers Conquered 
the Air 

• Growing into Public Service: William Howard 
Taft’s Boyhood Home 

• A Nation Repays its Debt: The National 
Soldiers’ Home and Cemetery in Dayton, OH 

• Not to be Forgotten: Camp Chase Confederate 
Cemetery 

• The Ohio and Erie Canal: Catalyst of Economic 
Development for Ohio 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Teaching with Historic Places -- program developed by National Park Service geared at utilizing information found in National Register nominations to develop lesson plans and activities for teaching social studies/history using local examples.

For example --- William Howard Taft House, Cincinnati, birthplace and boyhood home, environment that shaped Taft’s character and philosophy, impact of character in shaping Taft’s public life.  Lesson plan -- civics/political science.

Numerous topics are available, NPS has materials and instructions on how to develop such lesson plans with NR sites in your communities.




Where can I get additional 
information about the 

National Register? 
 
 



State Historic Preservation Office 

www.ohiohistory.org 
614-298-2000 

bpowers@ohiohistory.org 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
QUESTIONS????

COMMENTS????

http://www.ohiohistory.org/
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